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Information: 
 

St. Rose de Viterbo Catholic Church 
2571 Nichols Blvd, Longview, WA 98632 

Mass: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Español) 

Parish Office Hours: Weekdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
701 26th Ave, Longview, WA 98632 
360-425-4660        fax 360-577-5820 
www.stroselongview.com 

St. Rose School 
 720 26th Ave, Longview, WA 98632 
 360-577-6760   fax 360-577-3689 
 www.strose-school.org 
 

St. Catherine Mission 
 400 Columbia St, Cathlamet, WA 98612 

www.stroselongview.com 
Mass: Saturday, 5:00 p.m.  
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church 
 2200 Allen St., Kelso, WA 98626 
Mass: Sunday, 10:30 a.m.  
Parish Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 360-423-3650 
 

St. Mary Catholic Church 
 120 Powell Rd., Castle Rock, WA 98611 
Mass: Sunday, 8:30 a.m. 
Parish Office Hours: Monday  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 360-274-7404 

Sacrament Information 

Infant Baptism:  A preparation program for parents and godparents is required. Once paperwork is submitted, we will register 
you for preparation and schedule the date for Baptism. 
 

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist:  Customarily the reception of these sacraments takes place during 2nd grade. The child will 
need to have completed one year of religious education the year immediately prior to sacramental preparation and will  
continue in religious education concurrent with the preparation classes. 
 

Confirmation:  Candidates must be in the 9th grade or above to be confirmed.  The candidate will need to have completed one 
year of youth group the year immediately prior to Confirmation preparation.  They will also need to attend youth group the year of  
preparation.  Preparation for adult Confirmation takes place in April.  Confirmation will take place in May.  
 

Marriage:  Please call the Parish Office at least six months in advance to begin the preparation process.  You will set the date for 
the wedding at the first meeting. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Please contact the parish office to arrange visitation and sacraments.  You may leave a message any time 
of day or night and someone will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Please send items for the bulletin to bulletin@strose-longview.org.   

The deadline is nine days in advance of publication date and publication is not guaranteed.  

SEE LIKE JESUS 
THINK LIKE JESUS 
LIVE LIKE JESUS 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Shared unless otherwise noted 

 

 

VERY REV. BRYAN OCHS 
PASTOR 

 

FATHER SEBASTIN SANTHOSH 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

FRED JOHNSON 
DEACON & RCIA COORDINATOR 

 

ROBBIE ALBA-ESTRADA 
ADMINISTRATOR 

 

SISTER/HERMANA TITA ALDRETE 
HISPANIC MINISTRY AND FAITH FORMATION 

 

ERIKA BUENO RODRIGUEZ 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  AT  ST. ROSE 

 

JOE BUTTLE 
HIGH SCHOOL & ADULT  FAITH FORMATION 

 

CATHY FARLEY 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT AT  ST. ROSE 

 

JODI HADALLER 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR AT ST. MARY 

 

WANA LEA JACOBS 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  AT IHM & ST. ROSE 

 

JERI KAY LESNESKI 
LITURGY & MUSIC AT ST. ROSE 

 

VINNY SCALESSE 
FACILITIES SUPERVISOR AT ST. ROSE   

 

CATHY STRADER 
PRINCIPAL AT ST. ROSE SCHOOL 

 

SISTER/HERMANA NATY VAZQUEZ 
HISPANIC MINISTRY AND FAITH FORMATION  

 

 

 

mailto:bulletin@strose-longview.org
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February 2, 2020 
 

The Presentation of the Lord 
 

First Reading: Thus says the Lord God: 
Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare 
the way before me. (Mal 3:1a) 
 

Psalm:Who is this king of glory? It is the 
Lord! (Ps 24) 
 

Second Reading: Because he himself was 
tested through what he suffered, he is able 
to help those who are being tested.  
(Heb 2:18) 
 

Gospel: “Now, Master, you may let your 
servant go in peace, according to your 
word, for my eyes have seen your salva-
tion.” (Lk 2:29-30) 

 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 
1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora-
tion. All rights reserved. 

 

RECONCILIATION/RECONCILIACIÓN 
 
 

Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.—IHM  (if Mass scheduled) 
 
 

Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.—St. Rose  
(if Mass scheduled) 

 
 

Saturday 3:30 p.m.—St. Rose 
 
 

Sunday 7:45 a.m.—St. Mary 
 
 

Domingo 5:30 p.m.—Sta. Rosa 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Sex Abuse Update: It is the intention of the Archdiocese to relate important  
information with you regarding sexual abuse.  As your pastor I have a role in this, 
and so I want to draw your attention to some recent developments regarding 
abuse and settled lawsuits. 
 
The first thing I want to share is that the Archdiocese website, Protect and Heal, 
(https://protect-seattlearchdiocese.org/) has been updated with some important 
data.  If you go to the website and scroll down you will notice a chart that says, 
“Total Settlements and Reported Abuse Case Payouts.”  This chart shows the 
amount of legal settlements and how much the Archdiocese paid by year.   
 
You will notice that in 2012, for example, there were only a couple of settlements 
that paid out a million or so.  On the other hand, in 2014 you will see that there 
were almost 40 settlements that paid out almost $14 million.  Note that these   
instances of abuse did not occur these years.  These settlements were for cases 
decades ago. 
 
Recently, there have been a few more settlements that have occurred.  One is for 
a priest named Dennis Champagne.  Champagne served mostly in Snohomish 
county and the payout from his cases are $1.7 million.  The other recent notable 
case did not involve a priest.  It involved a volunteer who served as a coach in 
Bellevue and Kirkland for the Catholic Youth Organization.  Settlements for his 
abuse are about $250,000. 
 
When a settlement like this occurs, the Archdiocese always issues a press release 
to local media in Seattle.  For that reason, if you have any questions about these 
cases I ask that you look online for information first.   
 
As always, please keep all of those who have been hurt by the Church or who have 
had their faith shaken by these sad instances of abuse in your prayers.  I also want 
to continue to encourage you to attend our Archdiocese safe environment class.  
In fact, I recently spoke to a man who is not even Catholic who took our class and 
he remarked that it was the best he’s ever taken.  Taking the class will help you to 
protect children, both inside out outside of our parishes. 
 
Movie Review, 1917: On a completely different note, I went and saw the movie 
1917 and I enjoyed it a lot.  In terms of the story, it was what I like.  It was fairly 
simple.  It was about two young, courageous soldiers in World War One trying to 
move through enemy territory to their allies to warn them not to attack. 
 
You see, on one of the battle fronts, the Germans suddenly retreated acting like 
they were being defeated by the British.  This wasn’t the case, however.  They fell 
back wanting their enemies to follow them, because they had an ambush set up.  
Had this been successful, the British would have lost 1600 men, thus the mission 
to call off the attack.  It was very exciting. 
 
In terms of style, it was one of the most unique films I have ever seen.  It was 
filmed like it was all one long camera shot.  If you look closely you can see little 
breaks (like when a rock passes between the camera and the actors) but it looks 
like one long take.  I was worried this would be distracting, but it really wasn’t.   
I enjoyed it and I do recommend it.  Out of the movies I’ve seen that have been 
nominated for Best Picture, 1917 and A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (The 
Mr. Rogers Movie) are my favorites. 
 
Fr. Bryan 
 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 
RIP: Rest in Peace        

SI: Special Intention   
 

Monday, February 3 
8:30 a.m. St. Rose, Elizabeth Mackey, RIP 
 

Tuesday, February 4 
IHM, No Mass 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
11:30 a.m.  St. John Medical Center 
5:45 p.m. St. Rose, Katie Frei, RIP 
 

Thursday, February 6 
8:30 a.m. St. Mary, Michael Bobst, RIP 
10:50 a.m. St. Rose, John, SI 
 

Friday, February 7 
St. Rose, No Mass 
IHM, No Mass 
 

Saturday, February 8 
5:00 p.m. St. Catherine 
5:00 p.m. St. Rose, Deceased Members of the              
      Dale Anderson Family, RIP 
 

Sunday, February 9 
8:30 a.m. St. Mary, Patrick Woehle, RIP 
9:00 a.m. St. Rose, Maria Quyen Le, RIP 
10:30 a.m. IHM 
11:00 a.m. St. Rose, Jerry Rabdin, SI        
6:00 p.m. Santa Rosa, Pro Populo 

https://protect-seattlearchdiocese.org/
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Additional Giving  
St. Rose 
Ash Wednesday $ 15.00 
Catholic Relief Services $ 10.00 
Easter Flowers $ 30.00 
Home Mission $ 10.00 
Northwest Catholic $ 404.00 
School Update $ 10.00 
 

Immaculate  Heart of  Mary 
FISH $ 20.00 
Maintenance $ 30.00 
Northwest Catholic $ 30.00 
Solemnity of Mary $ 100.00 
 

St. Mary 
Building Fund $ 35.00 
Maintenance $ 70.00 
Solemnity of Mary $ 10.00 
St. Mary Charity $ 10.00 

 1/19/2020                 STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE FINANCIAL REPORT                     Week 29 of 53 

Church/Mass Collection Weekly Budget Fiscal YTD Collection 

(July-June) 

Over/(Under) Budget 

Year to Date 

St. Catherine       $ 353.00          $ 694.34 $ 20,094.16 $ (-736.03) 

St. Mary       $ 2,143.00          $ 1,773.58 $ 54,959.11 $ 1,751.56 

Immaculate Heart of Mary       $ 2,122.00          $ 2,641.51 $ 79,348.51 $ 103.23 

St. Rose Total       $ 26,972.01          $ 13,754.72 $ 429,412.46 $ 16,770.95 

     Electronic Giving       $ 3,823.00 
 

Thank you for supporting our parishes financially.  We know you work very 

hard to make a living and we are grateful you sacrifice some of your in-

come to help our parishes.  With that in mind, financial responsibility and 

accountability is important to us. This information is provided to help keep 

you aware of the financial situation in your parish.  If you have questions 

please talk to Fr. Bryan or call the St. Rose office. 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

     Donations via mail       $ 17,025.00 

     5:00 p.m.       $ 1,966.00 

     9:00 a.m.       $ 1,941.25 

     11:00 a.m.       $ 1,654.00 

     6:00 p.m.       $ 562.76 

Opportunities for Prayer and Devotion 
 

Please join us at St Rose Chapel  
to pray the Rosary, followed by the  

Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

Monday & Friday – 7:30 am 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 8:30 am  

Adoration  
 

Thursday:  
St. Catherine at 2PM- 3PM 

St. Mary, 9AM-1PM  
St. Rose, 9AM-10PM 

Friday:  
IHM, 8AM-Midnight  

 

TAKING UP THE GIFTS 
 

If you and your family or friends would like to carry up the bread and wine at Mass,  
please arrive a little early and let the ushers know. They will be happy to see you. 

 

Knight of Columbus  
 

The Knights of Columbus  
(for all parishes) collect paper to 
support seminarians. All funds go  

to supporting their studies to  
become priests.  

 

Please put newspaper, magazines,  
phone books, paperback and hard-
cover books in our recycling boxes. 

(If possible, please remove hard 
book covers, metal and plastic.) 

 

The recycling boxes are emptied the 

first Saturday of every month.  
 

St. Rose School News 
 

Preschool Teaching Aide and Extended Care Aide Opportunity Available Now 
St. Rose School is looking for a part-time teacher's assistant to help with our extended care 
program from 6:30 - 8:30 and 2:45 - 4:15 a few days a week. This individual will also assist 
in our preschool program a few days a week during regular school hours. This position has 
the potential to become full time as our thriving preschool continues to grow! Applicants 
can submit a letter of interest and resume to cstrader@strose-school.org to learn more 
about the position.   
 

Teacher Openings 2020 - 2021 
St. Rose School is looking for an upper elementary teacher and substitute teachers  
for the 2020 - 2021 school year. Applicants may submit a letter of interest and resume 
to cstrader@strose-school.org to learn more about the position. 
 

St. Rose School Auction 
Our St. Rose School Auction is this month! We look forward to a special evening together 
on Saturday, February 29th as we celebrate “A Knight of Appreciation” and the 70th year 
of St. Rose School! Get your tickets online at www.strose-school.org.  

mailto:cstrader@strose-school.org
mailto:cstrader@strose-school.org
http://www.strose-school.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 

Room Key:     Ch = St. Rose Church 
Cpl = St. Rose Chapel 

FMH = St. Rose, Father Mulligan Hall 
K = St. Rose Kitchen 

OC = Off Campus 
PC = Parish Center 

PCD = St. Rose Dung Lac Room 
PCE = St. Rose Elizabeth Ann Seton Room 

PCG = St. Rose Guadalupe Room 
PCL = St. Rose St. Lawrence Ruiz Room 

PCR = St. Rose Parish Hall  
RB= St. Rose Rectory  Basement 

Sch = School 
IHM = Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 

CR = St. Mary Church 
St. C = St. Catherine Church 

Monday, February 3 
1:00 p.m.   Marian Movement of Priests       IHM 
5:30 p.m.   American Heritage Girls                 Sch 
6:00 p.m.   Cub Scout Pack 385 Meeting      FMH    
6:30 p.m.   Anawim Abiding Night                  IHM                               

Tuesday, February 4  

6:30 a.m.   Men’s Group                                      CR           
1:00 p.m.   Legion of Mary                               IHM 
5:00 p.m.   Patriotic Rosary                                 CR        
6:30 p.m.   Scout Troop 385 Meeting            FMH        

Wednesday, February 5 
3:30 p.m.   Social Justice Meeting                   PCE 
5:00 p.m.   Legion de Maria                            FMH 
6:30 p.m.   Religious Education                        Sch 
6:30 p.m.   High School Youth Group              PCR  
6:30 p.m.   Middle School Youth Group          Sch 
6:30 p.m.   Educación Religiosa, Adultos        Sch 
6:30 p.m.   St. Rose Choir Rehearsal                 Ch 
7:00 p.m.   Knights of Columbus 4th Degree   OC 

Thursday, February 6  
6:00 p.m.   Coro de Jovenes                               RB 
6:30 p.m.   RCIA Session                                    PCE 

Friday, February 7 
5:00 p.m.  Coro de Adultos                               PCD 
6:00 p.m.  Coro de Jovenes                                RB 
6:30 p.m.  Reunión General de Ministerios  PCG         

Saturday, February 8 
10:00 a.m. Celebración del Bautismo          Ch 
5:30 p.m.  Formación de Matrimonious          RB 
7:30 p.m.  Growlers & Grapes                          PCR 

Sunday, February 9 

 Hospitality after morning Masses at  
Immaculate Heart of Mary and St. Mary 

Knight of Columbus Breakfast  
at St. Rose after morning Masses 

1:00 p.m. 1st Eucharist Parent Meeting         PCR 
1:00 p.m. 1st Eucharist MS/HS Parent Mtg.  PCD 
1:30 p.m. Confirmation Preparation Class    IHM  
3:00 p.m. Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial   PCG 
7:00 p.m.  Bible Study                                       IHM 

Immaculate Heart of Mary  
Minister Schedule 

 

February 9, 2020 
Mass at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
 

Sacristan: Linda Chesley 
 

Host Minister: Dianne Caple 
 

Cup Ministers: Natalie Marshall,  
Kay Workman, Annette Gushman, 
Suzie Cowan 

St. Catherine Minister Schedule 
February 8, 2020 
Mass at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
 

Lector: Adele Swift 
 

Eucharistic Minister: Lori Vanderwalker 
 

Gift Bearer: Jim & Bernie Mendoza 

St. Mary Minister Schedule 
 

February 9, 2020 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. Sunday 
 

Lectors: Kevin Hunter, Bob Manthe 
 

Eucharistic Minister: Willie Brockmoller 
 

PBM: Nellie Foultner, Darlene Miller, 
Paul Hadaller, Joe Garr 

IHM—Beads of Hope Campaign IV 
 

Rosaries Prayed:   12,226 
 Chaplets Prayed:   7,750 
Adoration Hours:  881.75 

Total: 20,857.75 

Immaculate Heart of Mary FISH 
 

We will next serve FISH on  
February 5, 6 and 7.  

To refill our pantry shelves  
we need more soup/stew/chili,  

canned veggies, canned fruit, tuna, 
pasta and tomato sauce, Top Ramen, 

Mac & Cheese, Pork-n-beans, rice 
(preferably in 1 pound packages or 
very large bags that can be divided 

into smaller bags) and pasta.  
 

Please do not bring any fresh  
veggies or fruit until February 2.  

We do not have refrigeration  
storage available. 

 

Reminder —It is that time  

of year when we remind 

everyone, that it is best to 

stay home, from Mass,   

and care for yourself  

if you have a cold or flu.  

Please help to keep  

others healthy. 

Low-Gluten Hosts 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and St. 
Rose have low-gluten hosts available.  

 

Please talk to a sacristan or one of the 
Eucharistic Ministers  

in the sacristy before Mass.  

St. Rose Minister Schedule 
 

February 8, 2020 
Mass at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
 

Altar Servers: Nalwanga Nsubuga,  
Cezil Calvillo, Aritza Calvillo 
Eucharistic Ministers: Kookie Hendren, 
Tensia Garner, Vicki Rhodes, Rosemary 
Asmussen, Maria Leal, Mark Koelsch 
Lead Minister: Guadalupe Calvillo 
Lectors: Chris Richards, Kathleen Lappe 
Sound Operator: Art Birkmeyer 
 

February 9, 2020 
 

Mass at 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Altar Servers: Alexander Aldrich,  
Lily Duschik, Genna Miner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Loretta Belt,  
Dan McGaughan, John Gotshall,  
Jane Ditewig, Jenny Isaacson  
Lectors: Toni Miner, John Claypool 
 

 

Mass at 11:00 a.m. Sunday 
Altar Servers: Matilda Keeling,  
Allison Paul, Sean Balladares 
Eucharistic Ministers: Cindie Smetana, 
Mike Smetana, Michael Barbee,  
Lillian Stoneking, Patricia Lund,  
Margaret Lederer 
Lead Minister: William Hooper 
Lectors: Mary Wheeler, Cindy Barbee 
Sound Operator: Kim Stoneking 

 

Knights of Columbus 20th Annual 
Prime Rib or Chicken Dinner 

 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
 

Social 5:00 p.m. Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Hall 
 

2200 Allen St.  in Kelso 
 

$25.00 per Person 
 

Proceeds to Benefit  
Knights of Columbus Charities 

 

Tickets are now available from any 
Knights of Columbus member. 
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Curso Bíblico Apologético: 

 

Próxima Reunión:   
 

Viernes 14 de Feb. 2020  
Hora:7:00p.m.- 9:00p.m. 

Lugar: Iglesia 
 

¡TODOS INVITADOS! 
TRAIGAN SU BIBLIA 

 

SERVIDORES DEL ALTAR 
9 de Febrero 

 

MINISTROS: Teresa Hernández, Gabriel Santos, Horacio Roman 
             y  Margarita Gomez 
 

LECTORES: Alejandro Luna, Jerry Kay, Saúl Ramirez 
 

SACRISTANES: Alicia Cabrera y Eli Ramirez 
 

MONAGUILLOS: Diana Roman, Valeria Cabrera, Jesús Jarquín 
                         y Dayana Ramirez.  
 

COLECTA: Jesús Rios, Mina Rios, Elizabeth Gutierrez,  
                   Alondra Santana. 

La Candelaria es una fiesta popular celebrada por 
los católicos, que celebra la Presentación de Jesús en el 
Templo, la   Purificación de la Virgen después del parto. 
La Presentación del niño Jesús en el templo a los 40 días 
de su nacimiento es a la vez  la fiesta del “encuentro”  El 
Ungido de Dios se encuentra con su pueblo.  San Lucas 
narra el hecho en el Capitulo 2 de su evangelio.   Obede-
ciendo a la ley mosaica, José y María llevaron a su hijo al 
templo para presentarlo al Señor y hacer una ofrenda 
por él.  Esta fiesta empezó a celebrarse en oriente.  Des-
pués en Occidente se empezó a celebrar como la Purifi-
cación de María como si fuera una fiesta mariana.  En 
1969 se revisó esto y se cambió el nombre a la presenta-
ción del Señor porque el énfasis de la fiesta esta en un 
misterio de nuestro Señor.  Se presenta a Dios pero se 

reconoce como “Luz de las Naciones” de allí que en muchos lugares se bendigan las candelas y se procese con las ve-
las encendidas y se conozca como el día de la “Candelaria.” 

TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
 

Estamos en la cuarta semana del tiempo ordinario.  
    

Estamos viendo la LITURGIA DE LA PALABRA  Segunda Lectura 

 
Es tomada de las epístolas de los apóstoles -especialmente las 
de San Pablo- del Nuevo Testamento. Generalmente es un pasaje 
de alguna epístola. Esta lectura se omite en los días de semana, a 
no ser que coincida con una solemnidad. 

 
La palabra “epístola”  quiere decir “carta” En este caso usualmente 
de San Pablo a una comunidad. 

 
La asamblea escucha atentamente sentados mientras se proclama 
la segunda lectura.  Entre semana se omite esta segunda lectura, 
solamente en caso de una solemnidad. 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat%C3%B3licos
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentaci%C3%B3n_de_Jes%C3%BAs_en_el_Templo
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ep%C3%ADstolas
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Pablo
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuevo_Testamento
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ep%C3%ADstola
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CATHOLIC ADVOCACY DAY 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
 

Last chance to register for this opportunity 
to give your input to our legislators on  
upcoming legislation on affordable  
housing, human trafficking, the death  
penalty and care of creation. 

 

 Free bus from Kelso to Olympia.  

 Bring a packed lunch 

 All materials provided 
 

Details at www.ipjc.org/cad or call 360-636-4258 
 

—St. Rose Social Justice Commission 

St. Frances Circle presents  

Growlers & Grapes 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 
7:30—9:30 p.m. 

St. Rose Parish Center 
$20 each 

Enjoy an evening of wonderful wines and specialty beers! 
Casual Attire 

Benefits: St. Rose Youth, Altar Society, and Caring & Sharing 
Tickets available from any St. Frances Circle  

member, or at the St. Rose parish or school offices.  

FREQUENTLY REQUESTED: 
 

St. Rose 
Advocates for Annulments 

St. Rose Parish Office, 360-425-4660 
Birthright  360-423-2900 

Catholic Community Services   
360-577-2200 

St. Vincent de Paul  360-577-0662 
Mailing Address, P.O. Box 2957,  

Longview, WA 98632 
Prayer Line: Willie Ladd in the directory   

or call the parish office, 360-425-4660 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary  
360-423-3650 

Kitchen, Hall or Hospitality: 
Call the parish office 

Prayer Chain: Linda Waterman 
in the directory or the call parish office. 

 

St. Mary  
360-274-7404 

Kitchen, Hall or Hospitality:  
Coy Heltemes in the directory or call the 

parish office 
Prayer Chain: Jodi Hadaller in the  

directory or call the parish office. 

 

WorldWide MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  

“He said to them, ‘Come after me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.’ 
At once they left their nets and fol-
lowed him.” Let us answer God’s call 
to make our marriages the best they 
can be by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend on 
April 17-19, in Vancouver, WA.  
 

To apply for YOUR WWME Weekend or search other dates go 
to rediscoverthespark.org.  

For information about WWME call 503-853-2758 or by email 
reservations@rediscoverthespark.org  

 Gospel Meditation - Encourage Deeper Understanding Of Scripture 
 

 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Very often, having more light 
is not something we desire as it forces us to confront something we really do not want to 
see. There can be comfort found in darkness. It has an eerie sense of security to it. We do 
not have to challenge ourselves or be challenged and can simply exist in some fabricated 
state of self-fabricated blissfulness. Jesus came to bring light, and it is a light that is resist-
ed by many and hated by some. It is a light that causes us to see things as they really are 
and not as we would want or need them to be. 
 

 

It is no wonder then that Simeon boldly and honestly proclaims to Mary, “Behold, this 
child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contra-
dicted and you yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.” We have to take the Gospel message as it is and not just use those parts that 
are useful to us or more palatable. Taking Jesus at face value can and will lead to turmoil 
and dissention. Hearts will be pierced. Whether we like it, Jesus’ proclamation of what the 
world God created really ought to look like has real and absolute social implications. 
 

It has a lot to say about how we treat our brothers and sisters: spiritually, personally, eco-
nomically, and globally. It has everything to do with the poor, the immigrant, the scared, 
the unborn, the vulnerable, the sick, and the broken. The light opens us to a challenging, 
table-turning experience that may not be something we want to see but shows us where 
we need to be. 
 

©LPi 

http://www.ipjc.org/cad
reservations@rediscoverthespark.org

